MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG

bet ween the
Ofice of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
U.S. Environnental Protection Agency
and the

Econom ¢ Devel opnent Admi ni stration
U.S. Departnment of Commerce

| . Pur pose

The Burpose of this Menorandum of Lhderstandin? (M) is to
establish policies and procedures for a general working agreenent
between the Ofice of Solid Waste and Energency Response (OSVER)
of the United States Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) and
t he Economic DeveIoPnent Admi ni stration (EDA) of the United
States Department of Commerce (DOC) in support of EPA's
Brownfi el ds Econom ¢ Redevel opnent Initiative (BER).

II.  Background

The EPA has announced that over the next two years it will fund
50 brownfields pilot projects. The mission of BERI is to enpower
urban communities and other agents of econom c redevel opment to
work together to assess, safely cleanup, and sustainably reuse
brownfiel ds (abandoned or underused industrial and comrerci al
facilities where expansion or redevel opnent is conplicated by
real or perceived environnmental contam nation).

It has become increasingly clear that BERI, in order to be
effective and provide a series of tenplates for states and

muni ci palities looking to cleanup and redevelop potentially
contam nated urban properties; demands the coordinated input of
not only the Federal governnent's environnental 86 icials and
specialists but also its devel opnent expertise. , 1N
addition to its national office, has an extensive field office

structure with an econom c devel opnent representative |located in
al nost every state.
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EPA's Assistant Adm nistrator for OSWER is authorized and

directed to, anong other things, Prepare for and respond in a
timely and effective manner to releases of hazardous substances,
pol lutants and contam nants into the environnment; to establish
and mai ntain prograns, incentives, netwrks and other

institutional mechanisns to mnimze the guantity and toxicity of
waste created by commercial, donmestic, and government activities;
and to ensure environnmental ly sound managenent of solid and
hazardous wastes. DOC s Assistant Secretary for Econom c
Devel opnent is authorized and directed to, anong other things,
provide for the %Ianning and coordi nati on needed to alleviate,
conditions of substantial and persistent unenploynent and enhance
the domestic prosperity by establishing stable and diversified

| ocal econom es; and who also may provide econom c devel opnent
techni cal assistance through grants or staff assistance wnich
woul d be useful in economcally distressed areas.

I11. Agreenent

OSWER and EDA will develop and inprove their cooperative working
relationshiﬁ through taking collaborative action in support of
BERI through their respective field and headquarters staffs.

0 EDA regional staff and state-based Econonic Devel opnent
Representatives nmay FFOVIde econom ¢ devel opnent techni cal
assi stance to councils established by BERI pilot finalists
to devel op specific and detailed action plans prior to EPA
dol | ars actually being awarded.

0 EDA and OSVER Headquarters and REgional staff may share
know edge and serve together on advisory groups In the
collection and dissem nation of information on brownfields,
i ncl udi ng gui debooks and reports prepared under EDA
techni cal assistance grants.

° EDA and OSVER Headquarters and Regional staff may consult on
| ssues concerning the econom c redevel opnent and reuse of
contam nated industrial sites to ensure that sound
envi ronmental and econom ¢ devel opnent principles are
utilized in project devel opnent.

0 As appropriate, EDA may participate in econom c devel opnent
activities related to site reuse in accordance with the
applicable laws and authorities.
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|V. Programi ng, Budgeting, Funding, and Rei nbursenent
Arrangenent

A This MU is neither a fiscal nor a funds
obligation docunent. Any endeavor involving
rei mbursenment or contribution of funds between the
Parties to this MOU will be handled in accordance
with applicable [aws and regul ati ons and
procedures, and will be subject to separate,
subsidiary agreenents that shall be effected in
witing by representatives of both Parties.

B. This MU in no way restricts EPA or DOC from
participating in simlar activities or arrangenments
wWith other entities or Federal agencies.

C. Nothing in this MOU shall obligate EPA or DOC to expend

aBFroppiations or to enter into any contract or other
obl i gations.

V. Aut horities
The authorities governing this MU are as foll ows:

The Brownfields Initiative has initially been undertaken
pursuant to the Conprehensive Environnental Response,
Conpensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as anended
by the Superfund Amendnments and Reaut horization Act of 1986
( SARA) . ecause of the diverse nature of the problem and
situations bein? addressed through the initiative, the roles
of other Federal statutes in governing EPA's activities
under this MOU are becomi ng increasingly significant. These
other relevant statutes include, but are not Iimted to, the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as anended by
the Hazardous and Solid Waste Adnendnents of 1984 (HSWA),
includin% Subtitle C (hazardous waste), Subtitle D (solid
waste), Subtitle | (underground storage tanks); and the Ql
Pol lution Act O 1990 (OPA).

The National Environnental Policy Act of 1969, as anended
NEPA) Pub. L. 91-190, 42 U.S.C =~ 4321-4347; and Executive
der 12898 on Environnmental Justice.

The Public Wrks and Econom c Devel opment Act of 1965, as
amended (PWEDA) 42 U.S.C. 3121.



. Ef fective Date

This MU will becone effective upon signature by the Parties
hereto and shall remain in effect until termnation by either
Party. Either Party may terminate this MOU upon 90 days witten

notice to the other Party.

Its previsions will be reviewed

annual |y and amended or supplenented as may be agreed upon

mut ual l'y.

VII. Oher MUs

There are no superseding MOUs on this top

here7 Q
ﬂﬁ/m\g Pord
ELLIotE P. Lay
Assi stant Administyator
Office of Sol\id Wagte

& Energency onse

U S ,Env1ronmental Protection

Agg¢ncy
lK% \qu (date)

. ﬁ[

WIT ¥am W. Glﬁbber
Assi stant Secretary
for Econom c Devel oprrent

U.S. Departnent of Commerce

A{IM"' Z/T) /ﬁf/ (date)



